TEACHER ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Building Your Knowledge Quest Portfolio
Total Possible Portfolio Points: 75 (out of 100 total possible for project)
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Portfolio Section 1: Choosing and Researching Your Topic
1. Research Topic and Question: Think of a topic that you are
interested in and do not know much about. Compose an interesting
question about your topic that will guide your research. Below the
question, write a paragraph or two explaining why you chose your topic.
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2. Semantic Map: Create a semantic map using a computer. Begin by
typing your topic question in the center of your document. Then draw a
circle around the question. In the space surrounding your question, add
related questions that come to mind. Circle the new questions and draw
lines that connect the newer questions to the older ones they relate to. Your
semantic map should contain a minimum of ten new topic sub-questions
that you would like to consider as you explore your main topic question.
Use this semantic map to guide your project research.
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3. Research and Notes: Using at least ten different sources (such as
Internet websites, books, periodicals, journals, and knowledgeable people
you know), thoroughly research each of your semantic-map questions. Feel
free to add to your map of questions as you go along, and to revise any
existing questions. As you conduct your research, take careful notes using
your own words (on sheets of paper to place in your portfolio). Also, be sure
to record the bibliographic information for each source as you take notes from
it. You will need this information to identify your sources for the two portfolio
requirements below. You may want to review their resource cards for the type
of bibliographic information you should record.
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4. Hot-List Chart: Create a chart that lists four to six of the most useful
websites you found while researching your semantic-map questions. Your
hot-list chart should include the name of each website, its web address,
and a brief summary of its content.
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5. Bibliography: Create a bibliography listing of all the books, articles,
websites, or other sources you received information from for your research
and note taking. Follow the MLA style of documentation.
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6. Survey: Create and conduct a survey based on your research to
learn people’s opinions or understanding about one or more interesting
features of your topic. Survey a minimum of ten people. Be sure to
record the gender and age of each person you talk to. You will need this
demographic information to create the double bar graph described below.
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7. Computer-Generated Double Bar Graph: Choose one question
from your survey that produced interesting or surprising results. Classify
the survey results for this question into two groups (gender groups or age
groups) based on the demographic information that you recorded. Using
a computer, create a double bar graph that compares the responses of
each group for the question you chose.
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